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EVANSVILLE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

100 E. Walnut Street, C.K. Newsome Community Center, Suite 100, Evansville, IN 47713
Phone: (812) 435-6145; Fax: (812) 435-6155; www.evansvillegov.org/eepa

RULES FOR RECREATIONAL FIRES

The Evansville Environmental Protection Agency (EEPA) has jurisdiction within the city of Evansville and the
area four miles beyond the city limits, but not outside of Vanderburgh County. All citizens and property
owners within EEPA jurisdiction are expected to comply with local burning regulations
as outlined in the Evansville Municipal Code 16.05.200.

A Recreational Fire is a small fire on the ground (open burning) conducted for enjoyment, cooking,
camping, etc., which is maintained at less than 3 feet in diameter and 2 feet in height.

“Open Burning” refers to the burning of material where the resulting air contaminants
are emitted directly into the air without first passing through a stack or chimney.

Within EEPA Jurisdiction:

(please refer to the Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management for sources outside EEPA jurisdiction)
All Recreational Fires require advance approval from the EEPA office call (812) 435-6145 during
normal business hours (M-F, 8am-5pm). Approval may not be granted to chronic or severe violators.

Use of outdoor cooking grills, stationary (built-in) patio fireplaces, portable patio fire bowls, and
Chimineas® are not currently regulated and do NOT require advance approval.

Use of a burn barrel is PROHIBITED within city limits.

Fires on the ground are PROHIBITED during Air Quality Alerts (Ozone or Particulate) and Burn Bans. Under cer-
tain conditions, patio fire bowls and Chimineas may also be prohibited during a burn ban. Call for burn ban details.

Burning may be PROHIBITED within mobile home parks, apartment complexes, condominium complexes, or
similar multi-family dwellings. Consult the property manager regarding rules for your place
of residence before calling for a burn approval.

The following applies to all recreational fires:

Only clean. untreated wood or charcoal shall be
burned— nothing that has been painted, treated, stained,

glued, laminated, etc.

¢ No poison ivy, poison sumac, or other allergenic
materials

¢ No root balls, stumps, or piles of leaves

¢ No asbestos-containing materials

¢ No trash, paper, or plastics

e No furniture, carpet, TV’s, appliances or tires

No waste generated as a result of a routine business
operation shall be burned. The fire is not to be used for
disposal or salvage purposes.

Only one fire/pile is allowed at a time.

The fire shall be attended at all times while burning and
shall remain attended until it is completely extinguished.

Adequate fire protection (water hose, etc.) shall be on-site
for extinguishing purposes, at all times during burning.

Fires shall not be ignited with fuel, oil, tires, or any other
petroleum product or smoke-producing material.

Burning shall not be conducted during unfavorable
meteorological conditions, including, but not limited
to—temperature inversions, high winds, Ozone Alerts,
Particulate Alerts, extremely dry conditions, or bans.

If at any time the fire: produces excessive smoke or offen-
sive odor which creates an air pollution problem, a threat
to public health, becomes a nuisance or is a safety hazard,
it shall be extinguished.

All burning must comply with state and local regulations,
and must be conducted on the authorized site.

Owners will be held responsible for fires located on their
property when an attendee is not present.

In the event of a complaint or other incident, responding
personnel (i.e. Fire Dept., federal, state, or local officials)
will determine if advance approval from the EEPA was
obtained and if the fire complied with all applicable rules.
Noncompliance will result in a Letter of Violation being
issued, which may include a monetary penalty.

The fire shall not be located within 100 feet of any fuel
storage area or pipeline.



